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With the increase violence in schools, school safety issues have become a primary focus for school administrators, teachers, parents, and students.  It is important for stakeholders to understand the prevalence of violence in today’s schools in order to create plans and strategies to assist in the process of ensuring the safest learning environment possible.  Figure 1 shows the percentage of 78,233 public schools that reported non-fatal crimes on school property in 1997 categorized by grade level.  This could assist school districts in the decision making process for allocating resources to prevent an incident of school violence.
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For clarification, the definition of a serious violent crime is rape, sexual battery, physical attack involving a weapon, and robbery.  Violent crimes include all serious violent crimes along with physical attack not involving a weapon.  Theft is defined as the unlawful taking or stealing of property or articles without the use of force, violence, or fraud.

Source:  Violence and Discipline Problems in U.S. Public Schools, 1996-97
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				Theft		Violent		Serious Violent		Total

		Elementary		19%		41%		4%		45%

		Middle School		44%		55%		19%		74%

		High School		55%		56%		21%		77%
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